
FAQ’s for Applicants 

 

1. Q: Does the grant submission deadline mean postmarked by or received by OREF? Is your deadline 
firm? 

A: Your completed application must be received by the due date, not postmarked date. Call 
the OREF office before the due date if you have any concerns. Extensions are granted on a 
case-by-case basis. 

 
2. Q: On what grants can a resident serve as the PI or Co-PI? 
 

A: A resident may be a PI or Co-PI on the Resident Research Project Grant, New Investigator 
Grant, and Resident Clinician Scientist Training Grant. For all other grants, a resident may be 
an “other” investigator, but not the PI or Co-PI.  

 
3. Q: Can I resubmit my proposal to OREF? 
 

A: A proposal may be resubmitted twice. For resubmissions, you must review your critiques 
and address the proposal’s weaknesses. Your write-up should be one page and added to the 
application. You must go to the OREF website and use the current updated version of the 
application. 

 
4. Q: Do I need to be a U.S. citizen to apply for an OREF grant? 

 
A: U.S. citizenship is not a requirement. In some cases, investigators at Canadian institutions 
are eligible to apply. You should carefully review the eligibility instructions for each grant. 

 
5. Q:  Can I include overhead costs charged by my institution as part of my OREF grant application? 
 

A: OREF does not allow overhead costs to be included in the budget. 
 

6. Q: My project requires more funding than OREF provides, how should I show this in my 
application? 

 
A: You should limit the amount requested on your application to the stated amount allowed. 
On the budget justification page, you should include a description of the source of any 
additional funding you may receive to complete your project.  

 
7. Q: Do I need to list all investigators/technicians who will be working with me on my research 

project? 
 

A: All key personnel who are essential to your project must be listed on your application. 
Additionally, you should include one or two sentences in your budget justification to describe 
the role of each person working on the project. A biosketch must be submitted for all 
personnel on your project using the form in the application. 



8. Q: Is there a minimum amount of time that a Principal Investigator should allocate to the 
proposed project? 

 
A: OREF has no minimum requirement unless otherwise noted in the application. 
Nonetheless, a principal investigator generally expends at least 10% of his or her time on a 
successful project. Be sure to include information in the designated section of the application.  

 
9. Q: If I don’t have final IRB or IACUC approval by the submission deadline, what should I do? 
 

A: You should submit your application by the due date to OREF and indicate on the application 
that approval is pending. Once you receive notification by your institution, you should submit 
evidence of final approval to OREF.  

 
10. Q: Formatting: Are page numbers important, are page limits strictly enforced and is the type size 

critical? 
 

A: Formatting requirements are very important. While we are somewhat flexible in page 
length, page numbers and type size are very important. The reviewers find page numbers very 
useful when reviewing the applications. Adhering to type size is important because reviewers 
need to be able to read your application. Do not staple, or bind your application, and lastly 
your original application must be one-sided.  

 
11. Q: If I know, when submitting my application, that I will be conducting my research at a new 

institution, which institution should I list on the application? 
 

A: You should list the institution where you will be conducting your research. You should also 
attach a letter from your supervisor at the new institution confirming your new position and 
the institution’s support of your proposed project.  

 
12. Q: Can I apply for more than one grant in a grant cycle?  
 

A: As a Principal Investigator you can apply only in one category per year. This restriction does 
not apply to Co-PI status.  

 
13. Q: Can I apply for a grant if I am a reviewer? 
 

A:  You can submit a grant for funding, but you cannot serve as a reviewer in that grant 
category.  


